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English Government sending their own ambassador to the Court of Persia, but his protests were unheeded, and upon this precedent, ambassadors to Persia were from that time forward sent directly from the Court of St. James.
In 1819, expeditions were sent from Bombay for the subjugation of certain Arab tribes. A political station had been main* tained for a time at Kishme Mocha, where an officer was employed by the Company to superintend the affairs of its subjects. This station was bombarded in 1879, and the Chief taken prisoner.
In 1828, the Indian Government paid to the Shah of Persia two hundred thousand Tomans as an equivalent for the final abrogation of the Treaty of Teheran.
Other Nations of Asia. In Chapter VI9 Book I, of his History of India, Wilson speaks of Lord Minto being "busily and anxiously engaged in asserting the ascendency of the British Empire in India over the other nations of Asia." The cost of every expedition into the Persian Gulf, whether against the Persians, the Arabs or the Afghans, was, of course, defrayed by the Indian Revenues. We are told, besides, that "the attention of Lord Minto was earnestly fixed upon objects of European as well as Indian interest, arising out of the war which raged in the Western hemisphere." As a result of that interest, an expedition was sent from India, at the cost of India, to reduce the Portuguese possession of Macao in Chinese territory. The expedition failed owing to the refusal of the Chinese to permit the British to occupy Macao, but this failure was "more than redeemed by the success which attended the employment of the resources of British India in the furtherance of objects of greater import-ance to the nation."
Isle of France. It was reserved for Lord Minto's administration to effect the extirpation of the remains of French colonial possessions in the Eastern hemisphere, "that had so long been suffered to inflict humiliation and injury upon the subjects" of Great Britain. It was this motive and this excuse which actuated Lord Minto to attempt the conquest of the Isles of France and of Java. The expedition was successful, and though the Isle of Bourbon was subsequently restored to France when peace in Europe was declared, the Isle of France, or the Mauritius, is still subject to Great Britain as one of her Crown Colonies, quite apart from India.
The Muluccas. The Muluccas, Batavia and other Dutch possessions, including Java, were also captured at this time by Indian expeditions sent out by Lord Minto. Under the Treaty of 1844 the Dutch possessions were restored to Holland.
Ceylon. In 1796, Ceylon was taken from the Dutch, as being identified with the Republic of France, by an expedition fitted out